
Church of the Holy Trinity 
Parish Mission Guidelines 

 
A Parish Mission might be described as "a retreat that comes to you."  A Parish Mission is an 

opportunity for renewal and growth in our faith that is available at our local parish and can be 

fit into the demands of daily life.  The classic format of a Parish Mission begins with the 

weekend Masses, where the mission preacher introduces the Mission and invites everyone to 

attend.  The most important part of the Mission is the talks given in the evening(s) during the 

following week.  Sometimes there is also something offered during the day, for those unable to 

attend in the evening.  The chance to make a good confession is part of a Parish Mission, as it is 

meant to be a time of spiritual renewal. 

 

This guide is designed to follow best practices for planning a Parish Mission and incorporates 

requirements established by the Diocese of Metuchen. 

 

Proposal Phase 

A proposal for a Parish Mission should be presented by the mission advocate to the Parish 

Pastoral Council with ultimate approval provided by the Parish Pastor.  A proposal should 

include a detailed description of the mission including dates and times, costs associated with 

the mission and what support Holy Trinity will be providing including personnel and any 

proposed refreshments. Speakers for a Parish Mission may come from a ‘religious/ordained’ 

background or a ‘secular’ background.  Proposal information from either background is much 

the same, however a ‘secular’ mission may require a more formal ‘contract’ outlining dates, 

times, expenses such as transportation, lodging and meals, and other related requirements 

such as musical or audio/visual support, etc. 

 

Advertising/Marketing Plan   

Describe how we can ‘get the word out’ to the greatest number of people.  Flyers, 

announcements at Mass, bulletin inserts, encouraging youth attendance, using Holy Trinity’s 

website, working with other parishes and any other creative ideas may be used.  Planning when 

each step is done and who is coordinating each step is important to know. 

 

Free-will Offering 

Describe if, how and when a free-will offering will be collected and how the monies are to be 

used.  Any free-will collection will require approved Holy Trinity ‘counters’ be available to count 

the monies and prepare the bank deposit.  Generally a free-will offering is collected on the last 

night of the mission. 

 

Refreshments 

Describe if refreshments are planned any time during or after the mission.  Describe who will 

coordinate donations if requested for the mission and who will be responsible for setup and 

cleanup. 
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